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ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


It is a challenge and an honor to 
serve as president of the Arkansas 
Library Associatiion for 1954. I have 
had the privilege of being associated 
with Arkansas librarians for several 
vears, and I have seen the Associa- 
tion grow not only in membership 
but also in quality. I am glad to live 
in Arkansas and to be a librarian. 


Our accomplishments have been 
many, but we have many things to 
do in order that our Association may 
keep pace with leaders in the national 
library field, and that we may assume 
our rightful place in working toward 
the betterment of our organization 
and the improvement of library serv- 
ice to the citizens of Arkansas. 


We know what we have done in the 
past to make our organization grow, 
but what must we do now to make 
the Association go forward? The 
Arkansas Library Association is your 
organization. We invite your frank 
comments and suggestions. Let the 
officers and committee members 
know what we can do in order to do 
a better job. How can we interest 
librarians, trustees, and patrons in 
assuming their share of the work that 
is to be done? 


I have not had the opportunity to 
contact members asking them to serve 
on the committees, but I am sure 
each one will be glad to serve and 
to take responsibilities to help make 
our organization and service go for- 
ward. The Executive Board members 


feel that you, with the help of every 
other member, will make the Ar- 
kansas Library Association stronger 
and better. 


There will be other committees 
appointed later when we start mak- 
ing definite plans for our convention 
and for the other activities in which 
we are interested. More people will 
be called on for other responsibilities. 


Make plans to attend all profes- 
sional meetings. The Southwest 
Regional Library Association is 
scheduled to meet in the fall of 1954, 
and we want to help President 
Marvin A. Miller, librarian at the 
University of Arkansas, in every way 
possible. The American Library As- 
sociation convention meets in Min- 
neapolis, June 20-26. Make plans 
early to be with the group from Ar- 
kansas attending. Our own conven- 
tion will be held in October, and we 
want it to be the best we have had. 


The Arkansas Library Association 
is ours, and it will progress as each 
member makes progress. It is our 
responsibility not only to let people 
in the state know of our service, but 
also to serve them. 


Let us in Arkansas strive to be 
better librarians and to give better 
library service to all the people. 


Sincerely yours, 


FLORENE JORDAN 
President 
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ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


AN INVOCATION FOR LIBRARIANS! 


Of old it has been said: “Books shall 
be Thy companions; bookcases and 
shelves Thy pleasure-nooks and gar- 
dens.” 

It is in this spirit, Almighty God, 
that we librarians of the State gather 
together to deliberate upon the prob- 
lems that touch the welfare of that 
institution which houses the written 
word. 

In the folklore of old Thou hast 
given us a quaint and charming tale. 
In the end of days when perfection 
will reign on earth, Thou hast prom- 
ised to throw two bridges—one of 
steel and one of paper across the seas 
of humanity. And all nations will be 
confronted with the choice of one of 
these bridges. Those who choose the 
bridge of steel—symbol of the earthly 
possessions of life—will perish. Those 
who choose the bridge of paper on 
which is written the crystalized wis- 
dom of the ages as reflected in the 
spiritual assets of life, will cross with 


ease and arrive safely in Eternity. 
This is not only the prophecy of the 
future; it is a description of the his- 
tory of nations as revealed by Thy 
Providence. Those peoples who have 
relied upon the bridge of steel to bear 
them across the seas of life have 
fallen into oblivion. Those who have 
chosen the bridge of paper have ar- 
rived to spheres of safety. May we 
as librarians so mould the reading of 
our public, that we may show others 
how the printed page can give wis- 
dom and hope to mankind, so that 
when the great day of social redemp- 
tion shall have dawned, we shall have 
helped to build the bridge of paper, 
and thus bring men nearer to Divine 
wisdom and knowledge. Of a truth, 
then, will books become the com- 
panions of all men, “Bookcases and 
shelves Thy pleasure-nooks and gar- 
dens” wherein Thou wilt dwell, and 
each of us will be inscribed for bless- 
ing in Thy BOOK OF LIFE. Amen! 


OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES OF THE ARKANSAS 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FOR 1954 


Miss Florene Jordan, President, Columbia Lafayette Regional 

Miss Evelyn Simpson, Vice-President, Garland County 

Mrs. R. C. Keathley, Secretary, Danville High School 

Miss Lucille Slater, Treasurer. Union County 

Miss Helen Heinemann, Member-at-large, Trustee, Craighead County 
Mrs. Karl Neal, A.L.A. Councilor, Arkansas Library Commission 

Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, President, 1953, Pulaski County 


Magnolia 
Hot Springs 
- Danville 
El Dorado 
Jonesboro 
Little Rock 
Little Rock 


COMMITTEES 


Committees listed below have been appointed by the president and approved 
by the Executive Board. Other committees will be appointed later in the year. 


EDUCATION 


Miss Constance Mitchell, Chairman, Arkansas State Teachers College 
Miss Camilla Sharp, Arkansas State College 

Miss Velma Lee Adams, Southern State College - 

Miss Mary Clifton, Hot Springs High School 


Mrs. Jack Edens, Ozark Regional 


Conway 
Jonesboro 
Magnolia 
Hot Springs 
Clarksville 


iRabbi Ira E. Sanders, member of the Little Rock Public Library Board, 
delivered this invocation at the opening session of the Arkansas Library Associa- 


tion’s annual meeting. 
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LEGISLATIVE 


Mrs. Merlin Moore, Chairman, Arkansas Library Commission Board... 
. Little Rock 


Mrs. Karl Neal, Arkansas Library Commission 

Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, Pulaski County 

Mrs. Hazel Deal, Washington County. ou 

Miss Pearl Williamson, Arkansas Library Commission Board _ 
Mr. L. H. Autry, Mississippi County Library Board 


MEMBERSHIP 


Mrs. H. V. Sorrels, Chairman, Brinkley High School eeci eee 
Mrs. J. S. Coleman, Oak Grove Junior High School 

Miss Elizabeth Malone, Craighead County 

Mrs. Marie Pinckney, Arkansas Library Commission _ 

Mrs. Hazel Prichard, Hempstead County 


PROGRAM 


Miss Evelyn Simpson, Chairman, 
Vice-President of Arkansas Library Association 


Mrs. Clarice Johnson, Chairman of Public, County and Regional Section 


Mrs. C. A. Hartley, Chairman of School Section _. 
Mrs. Hubert Mendel, Chairman of Trustee Section 
Mr. Dan A. Seager, Chairman of College Section 


PUBLICATIONS 


Miss LaNell Compton, Chairman, Arkansas Library Commission 
Miss Annie May Alston, Harding College 

Miss Wilma Ingram, Sebastian County 

Mrs. Winnie Lowe, Fourche Valley High School 

Miss Gladys Sachse, Nolan Irby School, Arkansas State Teachers 


es. C.. CC. Woes, fF Dera Coy ia TF... 


FINANCE 


Miss Lucille Slater, Chairman, 
Treasurer of Arkansas Library Association 
Miss Helen Heinemann, 
Member-at-large of Arkansas Library Association 


Miss Florene Jordan, President of Arkansas Library Association _ 


Little Rock 


Little Rock 


_..Fayetteville 


. DeQueen 
Burdette 


See Brinkley 
North Little Rock 


Jonesboro 
Little Rock 
Hope 


Hot Springs 
Sheridan 
_..Magnolia 


Hot Springs 


Arkadelphia 


Little Rock 
Searcy 
Greenwood 
Briggsville 
Conwav 

El Dorado 


El Dorado 


Jonesboro 
Magnolia 


COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER STUDY OF THE PROPOSED MANUAL 
FOR OFFICERS OF ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Miss Marcella Grider, Chairman, 

Instructor in Library Science, University of Arkansas _. 
Miss Evie Shaw, Arkansas State Teachers ___. 
Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, Pulaski County 


PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Hazel Deal, Chairman, Washington County 


Mrs. Catharine Chew, Little Rock Public Boe aa Prcdgee Cae 


Mr. Marvin A. Miller, University of Arkansas 
Mrs. Merlin Moore, Arkansas Library Commission Board 
Mrs. Karl Neal, Arkansas Library Commission _..._____. 


Fayetteville 
Conway 


___ Little Rock 


one Fayetteville 
mabe Little Rock 
accel Fayetteville 

.. Little Rock 


Little Rock 
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RECRUITMENT 
Miss Gladys Sachse, Chairman, Nolan Irby School, A.S.T.C. Conway 
Mrs. Annie Eddens, Pine Bluff High School _ = _......-.........Pine Bluff 
Miss Marcella Grider, Instructor in Library Science, U. of A. Fayetteville 
Miss Ida Rainwater, Walnut Ridge High School Walnut Ridge 
Mrs. Graham Shannon, Dallas County Fordyce 


COMMITTEE FOR STUDY OF INDEXING ARKANSAS GAZETTE 


Mr. J. C. Borden, Chairman, University of Arkansas Fayetteville 
Miss Allie Wilson, Henderson State Teachers College Arkadelphia 
Mrs. Jeanne Dupree, Jacksonville High School Jacksonville 
Miss Myrtle Roush, Arkansas Polytechnical College Russellville 
Mrs. Mary Coker, Little Rock High School : Little Rock 


COMMITTEE TO STUDY CITATION AWARD FOR TRUSTEES AND 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 


Miss Eula McDougal, Chairman, Mississippi County... Osceola 
Mrs. F. L. Proctor, Forrest City Public La 
Mrs. Terry Griffith, Cleburne-Independence hastened : Batesville 


ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OCTOBER 23-24, 1953, HOTEL MARION, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 


“Arkansas Grows With Books” 


OFFICERS 
President . Miss Mary Sue Shepherd 
Pulaski County Library 
Vice-President Miss Florene Jordan 
Columbia-Lafayette Regional Librarian 
Secretary Miss Syble Tatom 
Pharmacy School Librarian 
Treasurer ; Mrs. H. V. Sorrels 
Brinkley High School Librarian 
Member-at-large ae : Mrs. Hubert Mendel 


Garland County Library Trustee 


Councilor _.. Mrs. Karl Neal 
Executive Secretary and Librarian of Arkansas ‘Library Commission 


President, 1952 Miss Gladys Sachse 








ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


SECTION CHAIRMEN 
College 


Mr. Joseph C. Borden, Associate Librarian in charge of Acquisitions 
Department, University of Arkansas Library. 

Public, County and Regional 
Miss Elizabeth Huey, Librarian, Southeast Regional Library, Monti- 
cello. 

School 
Mrs. Winnie Lowe, Librarian, Fourche Valley High School, Briggsville. 


Trustee 
Mrs. John M. Moose, Trustee, Pulaski County Library. 


CONFERENCE MEETING COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


Program Miss Florene Jordan 
Local Arrangements Miss Frances Barnett 
Registration Mrs. Grace Coleman 
Decorations se Mrs. Barton Brooks 
Publicity 7 shia lidastatibad _.. Miss Mary Elizabeth Upton 
Publishers’ Exhibits _ , a _.. Miss Freddy Schader 
Parliamentarian Sn ethithinsipBiciihenlienaiphascsdiiabaiaaiimsnctnaatekaitl Mrs. H. V. Sorrels 
PROGRAM 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1953 

8:00 A. M. 
Registration : Lobby, Marion Hotel 
Inspection of Exhibits Banquet Hall 
Executive Board Meeting sbacics Parlor A 

9:30 A. M. 


FIRST GENERAL SESSION - Ballroom, Marion Hotel 
Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, President of the Arkansas Library Associa- 
tion, presiding. 

Invocation— 
Rabbi Ira E. Sanders, Temple B’Nai Israel, Little Rock. 


Greetings— 
The Honorable Francis Cherry, Governor of the State of Arkansas. 


Response— 
Mr. W. P. Florence, Trustee, Columbia-Lafayette Regional Library. 


Introduction of Speaker— 
Miss Florene Jordan, Vice-President of the Arkansas Library Associa- 
tion. 

Address: “Doing More With What We Have”— 
Dr. Robert S. Alvarez, Director of Nashville, Tennessee, Public Library. 


ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


{Introduction of Exhibitors— 
Miss Freddy Schader, Arkansas Library Commission. 


Business. 


1:00 P. M. 


TRUSTEE, COUNTY, PUBLIC AND REGIONAL SECTION—Ballroom 
Miss Elizabeth Huey, Chairman of County, Public and Regional Sec- 
tion, presiding. 


Address: “First Things First - the Public”— 
Dr. Robert S. Alvarez, Director of Nashville, Tennessee, Public Library. 


Report of American Library Association Convention— 
Mrs. Karl Neal, Executive Secretary and Librarian of Arkansas Library 
Commission. 


Business. 
2:00 P. M. 


TRUSTEE SECTION—Colonial Room 
Mrs. John M. Moose, Chairman of Trustee Section, presiding. 


Report of American Library Association Convention— 
Mrs. Merlin Moore, Chairman of Arkansas Library Commission Board. 


Business. 
4:30 - 6:00 P. M. 
TEA—Governor’s Mansion 


Honoring Arkansas Authors and Illustrators. 
Chairman: Mrs. Merlin Moore. 


8:00 P. M. 


SECOND GENERAL SESSION—Ballroom 
Miss Florene Jordan, Vice-President of Arkansas Library Association, 
presiding. 


Introduction of Speaker— 
Mrs. Kar] Neal, Executive Secretary and Librarian of Arkansas Library 
Commission. 


Address: “Glimpses of a Sacred Land”— 
Dr. Aubrey G. Walton, Pastor First Methodist Church, Little Rock. 


INFORMAL RECEPTION—Ballroom 


Hosts: Trustee Section. 
Honoring: Future Librarians of Arkansas. 


9:30 - 10:30 P. M. 
Inspection of Exhibits and Displays. 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 


7:30 A. M. 


GRADUATES’ BREAKFAST—Continental Room 
Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, presiding. 


Invocation— 
Mrs. F. L. Proctor, Forrest City Public Library. 


Address: “I Am In Debt”— 
Mr. Charles Evans, Assistant to the President of Arkansas Power and 
Light Company, Little Rock. 


Recognition of Recent Library School Graduates— 
Mrs. Karl Neal. 


Presentation of Honorary Membership in Arkansas Library Association. 


9:15 A. M. 


THIRD GENERAL SESSION—Ballroom 
Miss Florene Jordan, presiding. 


Demonstration— 
Mr. Carrol S. Edgar of Gaylord Bros., Inc-—Demonstration of the latest 
methods of mending and preserving books and magazines, special em- 
phasis on preventative measures. 


10:30 A. M. 
COLLEGE SECTION—Colonial Room 
Mr. Joseph C. Borden, Chairman of College Section, presiding. 


Panel: “Public Relations for the College Library”. 
Moderator: Miss Georgia Clark, Head of Reference Department, Uni- 
versity of Arkansas Library. 


1. “Public Relations with Students” 
Miss Ethel K. Millar, Librarian, Hendrix College 


i] 


. “Public Relations with Faculty” 
Miss Florence Clayton Carmichael, Librarian, Arkansas Agricultural! 
and Mechanical College 


3. “Public Relations with Townspeople” 
Miss Myrtle Roush, Librarian, Arkansas Polytechnic College 


4. “Public Relations with the Press” 
Miss Annie May Alston, Librarian, Harding College 


Questions and Discussion 


Business. 


\SRKANSAS LIBRARIES 11 
10:30 A. M. 


SCHOOL SECTION—Ballroom 
Mrs. Winnie Lowe, Chairman of School Section, presiding. 
Address: “The Library Growing Story”— 
Mrs. Alice Brooks McGuire, President of the American Association of 
School Librarians, and Librarian of Casis Elementary School, Labora- 
tory School for the University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 
Report of American Library Association Convention— 
Miss Freddy Schader, Arkansas Library Commission. 


Business. 


12:30 P. M. 
LUNCHEON—Ballroom 
Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, presiding. 
Address: “The United Nations”— 
Mr. A. Walton Litz, Manager of A. Walton Litz Insurance Agency, 
Little Rock. 


Annual Business Meeting. 


EXHIBITORS 
Arkansas Book Company The H. R. Hunting Company, Inc. 
Association Conventions Exhibits The Jenkins Book Company 
Baptist Book Store J. B. Lippincott Company 


Bro Dart Industries (Library Service , — : 
Division of The Jenkins Book Com- Little Rock Library Bindery 


pany) A. C. McClurg and Company 
Children’s Press 
F. E. Compton and Company 


The Macmillan Company 


The Memphis News Company 
Democrat Printing & Lithographing 


Company New Method Book Bindery 
Don R. Phillips Remington Rand, Inc. 
Doubleday and Company, Inc. Albert Whitman and Company 
Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc. Simon and Schuster 
Charles M. Gardner and Company Wilcox and Follett 
Gaylord Brothers, Inc. H. W. Wilson Company 
E. M. Hale and Company World Book 


Convention programs were supplied through the courtesy of New 
Method Book Bindery, Inc., Jacksonville, Illinois. 
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THE LIBRARY GROWING STORY 
By Alice Brooks McGuire! 


It would seem that school and chil- 
dren’s libraries are situated strategi- 
cally to provide an excellent context 
in which youth can grow in wisdom, 
democratic understanding, responsi- 
bility, independence and in the right 
value attitudes. We are part of a 
significant triangle—librarians, ma- 
terials, youth. Each part, cooperating 
with the other, has promise; as a trio, 
the potentials are limitless. 


Books that deal with human rela- 
tions, and with the activities and 
problems and situations vital to young 
people should have some role in shap- 
ing their value attitudes and in the 
process of their socialization. How 
appropriate are literary situations to 
youthful needs and how effectively 
are they absorbed from the printed 
page? Few studies have actually 
established the fact that reading does 
have a long-range influence on hu- 
man development. Nevertheless, that 
there are effects, either positive or 
negative, is a generally worthy as- 
sumption. Unfortunately there seems 
to be far more concern for the nega- 
tive or detrimental effects than for 
positive beneficial contributions—a 
sort of “lock the barn after the horse 
is stolen” attitude. Since I believe in 
the power of a well-written, absorb- 
ing book, I therefore prefer to con- 
sider the uses of reading and other 
forms of communication as construc 
tive forces to offset possible destruc- 
tive results of less desirable influ- 
ences. 


My first step has been to discover 
what values authors were seeking to 
communicate to young people. I 
went directly to popular authors of 
children’s literature and asked them 
to tell me what they wanted to say 


to their youthful audience. I tried 
to make it quite clear that I was not 
looking for “morals” in books. Never- 
theless, some of the authors were un- 
easy about my purpose. One writer 
reproved me in no uncertain terms. 


I agree of course that any direct 
analysis would be ill-advised and 
might condition youthful attitudes 
toward pleasure reading. But cer- 
tainly there would be no detrimental 
effect on the literary merits and ap- 
peal of a well-written, realistic book 
when adults in relationship with 
youth are cognizant of its develop- 
mental values. 


In the 17th century Charles Per- 
rault wrote down half a dozen French 
fairy tales for children, which are still 
among the best loved today. An un- 
easy feeling that these might not be 
entirely suitable for youthful minds 
must have caused him to append a 
rather artificial moral in questionable 
verse to each tale. The morals are 
so far-fetched that we seldom see 
them today, and most of us would be 
hard pressed to designate the moral 
for “Puss in Boots”, “Cinderella”, or 
“Bluebeard”. It is rather amusing, 
though, to see in Perrault’s moral for 
“Red Riding Hood” a quite modern 
twist when it warns fair maidens to 
beware the wolves. 


However, most of the authors were 
glad to share their ideas in terms of 
developmental values with me. ! 
should like to read brief excerpts 
from a few which discuss certain rep- 
resentative types of children’s litera- 
ture, particularly in the area of fic- 
tion. 


First let us consider the girl life 
story which deals with the problems 


1Mrs. McGuire, librarian, Casis Elementary School at Austin, Texas, is presi- 


dent of the American Association of School Librarians. 


Her address to librarians 


in the School Sectional meeting during the annual state library conference has 


been condensed for publication here. 
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of pre-adolescence and the teenager. 
Betty Cavanna, who has a wide read- 
ing public, concentrates especially on 
the very common problems of the 
girl who is overshadowed by older 
sisters and girl friends with more so- 
cial poise and assurance. There is 
nothing seriously wrong with Ca- 
vanna’s heroines that time and expe- 
rience (and the opportunity to get out 
and express themselves) will not over- 
come. Miss Cavanna comments on 
Going on Sixteen as follows: 


“IT wanted to tell the story of a 
shy girl in such a way that girls 
who shared her self-consciousness 
and social ineptitude could identify 
themselves with her. I wanted to 
get across to my young readers the 
idea that the best way to overcome 
shyness is to lose oneself in some- 
thing or someone... .” 


One author for whom there is an 
eager audience, should she ever be 
moved to write further, is Maureen 
Daly. Her Seventeenth Summer is 
a perennial favorite with girls. 
A similar book, particularly success- 
ful, is Cavanna’s Paintbox Summer, 
in which the pangs of jealousy are 
unusually well handled. 


New relations with one’s family 
loom large on the threshold of ado- 
lescence when one is attempting to 
achieve emotional independence. Le- 
nora Weber, mother of a large brood, 
presents the family group skillfully 
in her Malone series. 


A normal family picture is found in 
Anne Emory’s books, Senior Year 
and Going Steady. Here the fam- 
ily contains a father, a mother and 
five children ranging from middle 
childhood through later adolescence, 
and a professor’s family feels the 
pinch of current economy. 


I regret to say that writers about 
boy life tend to shun some of the vital 
problems of the teenage boy. Animal 
and sport stories are most prevalent. 
Gregor Felsen’s Bertie books have 
some worthy values intermingled 
with humorous situations. His Hot 
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Rod may not be a great book, but 
when high school boys say that it 
flashes through their minds when 
they are tempted to press the accel- 
erator, it becomes a worthwhile addi- 
tion to our collections. Howard 
Pease’s later books acquired a more 
mature tone. Of course, there are 
many important values within the 
context of a good sports story. Jack- 
son Scholz believes that “sportsman- 
ship, instilled at an early age, is an 
excellent concomitant of the Golden 
Rule .... No success of any value 
can be gained without attendant sac- 
rifices, strict self-discipline and dog- 
ged effort.” Some feel that sports 
stories are cut too much from the 
same pattern. But this is far from 
true. Phil Harkins’ Southpaw from 
San Francisco has been found a 
very stimulating psychological 
study. Frank O’Rourke’s books are 
also surprisingly replete with ma- 
ture values outside the _ sporting 
world. In these days when boys in 
late adolescence are removed from 
home contexts by military draft, we 
need to instill basic concepts of 
worthy living firmly and early. Per- 
haps good reading material can make 
some contribution. 


A popular writer of horse stories 
is Mary O’Hara. Of the major value 
in the Flicka stories, she says: 


“My books celebrate failure. Mv 
young hero loses almost everything 
he goes after, and yet out of his 
failure, character and strength are 
distilled, and, in the end, a differ- 
ent success, a different beauty from 
anything he had ever been able to 
conceive of. God can make better 
plans for us than we make for our- 
selves.” 


One easy popular type of book for 
teenagers is the vocational novel. Its 
original purpose has been almost 
submerged in mediocrity and stereo- 
typed treatment. But, it is designed 
to aid in guidance for “achieving as- 
surance of economic independence” 
and “selecting and preparing for an 
occupation.” Certain writers in this 
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area attempt a more realistic ap- 
proach and enrich their plots with 
less obvious values. 


There are many other types of 
books for young people that could be 
discussed, but let us now consider 
the effects of adolescent literature 
on the young readers themselves. We 
have seen evidence that authors are 
cognizant of the needs and problems 
of youth and that their work pro- 
vides much basis for guidance in 
achieving developmental tasks. | am 
unable to produce any formal experi- 
mental evidence of positive eftects 
of reading on adolescent develop- 
ment. Probably the richest evidence 
of the positive effects is to be found 
in Taba and Elkins’ With Focus 
on Human Relations, which is 
based on data collected over an ex- 
tended period by Miss Elkins in a 
Hartford school. She describes in 
detail how she used the many books 
which her eighth grade children read 
as the basis for rich discussion of 
human relations and in sensitizing 
them to human nature. In the quo- 
tations from their discussions, we can 
find signs of value attitudes being 
changed by the treatment of realistic 
problems in the books. 


Authors can be helpful in supply- 
ing information from the spontaneous 
fan mail that they receive. What 
young people have to say about the 
books they like can be very revealing. 
Maud Hart Lovelace sent me a batch 
of about sixty such letters. Compar- 
ing these with her own letter describ- 
ing the values that she stressed in her 
Betsy-Tacy stories, I found that she 
was doing a very creditable job of 
reaching her audience. She writes, 
“They are based, of course, on friend- 
ship, a value which children instinc- 
tively cherish.” One fan writes, 
“Betsy and Tacy are two of my dear- 
est friends ...I see in Betsy... 
quite a bit of myself.” 


A whole paper could be written on 
the effectiveness of the intercultural 
story in impressing its message of 
understanding. Such novels can de- 
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feat their own purpose when the 
author writes too obviously, even 
though the sincerity of purpose is un- 
questioned. Teachers from the South- 
west have told me that they see 
promising effects on young Latin 
Americans when they read Means’ 
Teresita of the Valley. How- 
ever, when I asked how the same 
book was received by non-Latin read- 
ers, the reply was, “Oh, they don’t 
read it.” I have also been told that 
when an author is of a special ethnic 
group, his purposes and efforts may 
become too obvious. This has been 
a criticism of some of Joseph Gol- 
lomb’s books. Yet the genuinely cre- 
ative book in this area can be so 
universal in its appeal that the effect 
on any reader is impressive. Florence 
Hayes’ Skid is such a story. Anoth- 
er one is Amos Fortune, Freeman. 
All of you can surely more than 
match the few reactions to reading 
situations that I have mentioned here. 
Our main responsibility is to give 
children opportunity to read freely 
from the best books written for them 
and to allow and even to stimulate 
them to express their feelings about 
books they read. 


Certainly, one book will not pro- 
duce dynamic change in the reader 
any more than “one swallow will 
make spring.” Occasionally we read 
of the impact of a book on the destiny 
of some successful individual, but 
that is the exception. Rather books. 
as mirrors of life, should assume an 
integrated role with all other forces 
in human development. Books and 
reading have two roles, in my esti- 
mation. First, they provide many 
hours of pleasurable exploration 
through which young people absorb 
the many values with which good 
writers have permeated their books. 
The second role is a more formal one. 
Teaching and guidance can be greatly 
enriched by the use of pertinent read- 
ing materials. Challenging and 
thought-provoking discussions such 
as Elkins demonstrates can result, 
wherein young people bring incidents 
and human relations in books to bear 
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on their own backgrounds and view- 
points. 


Young people should read for en- 
joyment. In our contacts with youth, 
we should make it a challenging, 
dynamic experience. 


One of the least tangible but most 
needed values is an appreciation of 
the beautiful or, as Anne of Green 
Gables termed it, “scope for imagi- 
nation”. We are a materialistic peo- 
ple and our children tend to emulate 
us in this. If we are to survive on a 
high plane, we must capture some 
of the spirit of dreamers, poets and 
artists. We cannot ignore the aesthe- 
tic side of human development. We 
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want children to enjoy reading as an 
end in itself; to appreciate the 
beauties in literature as well as in 
the world about them. Marguerite 
Henry confesses that the writing of 
Justin Morgan Had a Horse was a 
“selfish release” —‘“like finding a 
sunset and wanting the whole world 
to see it over her shoulder.” Yes, 
although the practical materialism 
of the American people is an admir- 
able Yankee trait, and even though 
our feet are firmly set on the ground, 
we must be constantly hitching our 
wagons to the stars. We as librarians 
would fail deplorably if we did not 
lift up the eyes of the children above 
the hills to the skies. 


“BOOKS ON EXHIBIT” 
By Ida Mae Hagin! 


The Little Rock Public Library was 
fortunate, during the week of Novem- 
ber 9-13, 1953, in being able to dis- 
play a collection of books known as 
BOOKS ON EXHIBIT in the audi- 
torium of the library. This is a trav- 
eling exhibit of about 420 new and 
recent books, covering a wide range 
of subject matter and all grades from 
kindergarten through high school, 
with fiction and non-fiction included. 
Twenty-four leading publishers of 
books for children and young people 
were represented. The books were 
displayed on eight large tables—the 
collection being arranged by age and 
grade level. Adequate space was 
needed for the tables and for people 
to move around to see the books. 
Excellent annotated catalogs, ar- 
ranged by numbers as the books were 
arranged on the tables, were fur- 
nished by BOOKS ON EXHIBIT to 
be given to all visitors to check as 
they looked at the books and to keep 
for future reference. 


School principals, teachers in Little 
Rock, North Little Rock and Pulaski 
County were invited by letter and 


1Miss Hagin is children’s librarian at 


telephone to see this exhibit. P.T.A. 
library chairmen were also invited. 
THE ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT and 
THE ARKANSAS GAZETTE gave 
very generous publicity for the dis- 
play, both before and during the time 
the books were here. 


Quite a large number of people, in- 
cluding many parents, teachers and 
librarians from out-of-town, visited 
and examined the books, many 
browsed for hours and came back 
again. Many schools sent committees 
of children to see the collection. All 
in all, we felt that BOOKS ON EX- 
HIBIT was a large success and well 
worth having for everyone to see. 


Staff members of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Commission, the North Little 
Rock Public Library, and the Pulaski 
County Library were a great help to 
the Little Rock staff in keeping the 
exhibit going for twelve hours a day. 


BOOKS ON EXHIBIT is a service 
sponsored co-operatively by twenty- 
four publishers to bring the best in 
current library books to schools and 


the Little Rock Public Library. 





16 


libraries and thereby make it possible 
for librarians, teachers and adminis- 
trators to select and obtain those 
books which meet their particular 
needs. No expense or obligation is 
incurred in having the _ exhibit; 
BOOKS ON EXHIBIT itself neither 
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logues are free for distribution. A 
portfolio exhibit, which consists of 
mounted jackets and which shows 
books in the exhibit, is available to 
smaller school systems and libraries. 
For further information, write: Mrs. 
E. G. Wood, 219 Clinton Avenue, New 


solicits nor takes orders. The cata- Rochelle, New York. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR THE COLLEGE LIBRARY 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This report of a panel discussion on “Public Rela- 
tions for the College Library” is based for the most part on the 
contribution made by Miss Myrtle Roush, Russellville Tech librarian, 
on the topic, “Public relations with Townspeople.” Other panelists were 
Miss Ethel Millar, Hendrix College librarian, Miss Florence C. Car- 
michael, librarian at Monticello A. and M., and Miss Annie May Alston, 
Harding College librarian, who contributed her resume of the topic, 
“The Library and the Press.” Mr. Joseph C. Borden, University of 
Arkansas associate librarian and chairman of the College and Reference 
Section of the Arkansas Library Association, contributed to this report 
his notes on the entire “Public Relations” panel. Miss Georgia H. Clark, 
University of Arkansas reference librarian, served as moderator. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS WITH TOWNSPEOPLE 





What interest do the townspeople 
have in the college? Everything has 
its price. To begin with, we know 
that people have a financial interest. 
Why a particular location was chosen 
for the college may have been deter- 
mined by the amount of money or 
land or both that the people offered 
to provide. The college needs either 
tax money or endowments to con- 
tinue. 


No doubt the townspeople consider 
the institution an asset. It will be 
cheaper to give members of the grow- 
ing family an education if there is a 
college in town. Some people will 
move to the town for that purpose, 
and will rent or purchase property. 
The student body and faculty fam- 
ilies will increase the number of cus- 
tomers for consumer products. 


However, the chief interest of the 
community is the educational pro- 
gram. Good citizens in the commu- 
nity are interested that the young 
people graduating from high school 


may continue their education. Extra- 
curricular activities of the colleges 
provide recreational and cultural pro- 
grams for the citizens’ enjoyment. 
Many take advantage of courses of- 
fered to complete a degree or to study 
some subject of interest. 


Right now we are considering the 
college library and its part in this 
program. Louis R. Wilson says, “The 
library, in its varied forms, has been 
established and supported as one of 
America’s important educational 
agencies. The fundamental purpose 
of the library in education is to help 
attain the objectives of the education- 
al program.” The trend today in Ark- 
ansas seems to be to afford for as 
many citizens as possible a general 
education. 


The aims of education in an Amer- 
ican democracy adopted by the Edu- 
cational Policies Commission may be 
considered in four great groups of 
objectives: 


1. The objectives of self-realization. 
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2. The objectives of human relation- 
ships. 


3. The objectives of economic effi- 
ciency. 


4.The objectives of civic responsi- 
bility. 


What can the college library staff 
do? Each staff member will be pre- 
pared to assume his rightful place 
and to make his contribution to the 
community life to the extent of his 
education; the extent to which he 
uses available resources in material, 
time and opportunities in an econom- 
ical way; and the measure in which 
he fulfills his civic responsibilities. 


T. J. Ross emphasizes the impor- 
tance of leadership. “Look to the 
man at the top and the influence of 
his personality and conduct on the 
whole organization. Unless your in- 
stitution has that conception, print- 
er’s ink, the radio, the platform, all 
communications media are futile.” 


Whether we are charged with the 
full responsibility of the library pro- 
gram or are privileged to delegate a 
part of the responsibility, it behooves 
us to study the community. Learn 
the numerical and geographical facts; 
become interested in local history and 
biography. What are the group in- 
terests of the people? What occupa- 
tions do they follow? Is industry 
their chief concern? What publica- 
tions do they print? What special 
talents do they have? 


If we have been employed recently 
in the college library, we need to 
learn about the college, its aims and 
objectives; its relation to the com- 
munity and the region from which it 
draws its students. 


If we are to carry out the funda- 
mental purpose of the library, we 
may not be able to lend books to the 
general public as we do to the faculty 
and students, but we can serve the 
public as they use material in the 
library. The college library is pri- 
marily for the college public, but it 
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must be a human institution ready to 
consider with personal interest all 
reasonable requests. This positive 
evidence of helpfulness starts the 
public relations program. 


The appearance of the building, the 
spirit of the staff, the cheerful tele- 
phone service, and attractive displays, 
all play a part. Doing a good job is 
anticipating wants and needs. A staff 
well informed about the college and 
community programs will find many 
opportunities to serve. Through the 
general program of the college: The 
building may be used for meetings 
which do not interfere with library 
service to students and faculty; li- 
brary staff members may belong to 
the speakers bureau; they may have 
a part in radio programs sponsored 
by the college. 


A staff member may work through 
the Education Division to help to de- 
velop an elementary school library; 
to lecture on some phase of 
library work to students taking the 
graduate courses. Special displays of 
books can be made very effective at 
district meetings of Future Home- 
makers of America sponsored by the 
Home Economics department, Ford 
Foundation programs can provide ex- 
cellent opportunity for learning the 
problems of the public schools library 
and teaching staff and for the ex- 
change of ideas. Librarians in a 
county or region can cooperate on a 
display for the County or Regional 
Fair. 


Staff members will be effective 
public relations persons insofar as 
they participate in off-campus activi- 
ties, whether the activity is sponsored 
by other educational organizations, 
church, civic or study clubs. 


Townspeople who ask for library 
service from the college library 
usually include alumni, women from 
study clubs, federal employees, facul- 
ty children and their friends, high 
school students writing essays for 
prizes or scholarships, ministers, 
county agents, persons enrolled in 
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graduate courses from the University 
of Arkansas, students taking exten- 
sion courses from other schools, writ- 
ers and scholars pursuing independent 
study, and lecturers working with 
organizations, e.g., Girl Scouts or Boy 
Scouts. 


Most requests come from local cit- 
izens to meet local needs, but the 
college library has a responsibility 
beyond this area. One writer says: 
“Libraries in schools and institutions 
of higher education must gain a keen- 
er perception of the region’s needs, 
and their specific responsibilities for 
contributing to regional development 

If the farmer is in need of tech- 
nological information, he should be 
able to get it from the library. And 
the librarian should know the sources 
of such publications—experiment sta- 
tions, governmental departments, uni- 
versity presses—as well as how to 
secure poetry and fiction from com- 
mercial publishers.” 


Some principles to keep in mind: 


1.Do not exaggerate or misrepre- 
sent. 


2.Do not boast at the expense of 
other libraries. 


3.Do not practice personal public- 
ity. 
4. Always respect the reader. 


5. Avoid doing anything which may 
decrease respect for the library. 


6. Avoid creating a demand which 
cannot be satisfied. 


Good public relations is good public 
library service publicly appreciated. 
Cheerful, friendly and dependable 
service is the right of all library 
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users. A friendly enlightened admin- 
istration is a great asset to the college 
library. Knowing individual faculty 
members and exchange of ideas with 
them is important. Other suggestions 
for cementing good relationships be- 
tween a college library and its clien- 
tele—students, faculty and townspeo- 
ple—include activities such as the li- 
brarian’s attendance at faculty meet- 
ings and joining teacher organiza- 
tions; the publication of a library 
handbook, or a library newsletter or 
bulletin; an annual report of the li- 
brary, or a library survey—made 
either by faculty members who would 
thus become interested in spreading 
information about the library, or by 
an outsider who would present with- 
out prejudice the good and bad points 
of the library as a college and com- 
munity institution. Perhaps the 
greatest single factor in good public 
relations is acquainting prospective 
readers and library users—through 
lists of recent books acquired and 
magazines received, by bulletin 
boards, exhibits, newspaper publicity, 
or what have you—with just what the 
college library has to offer. 


For maximum reporting of library 
news to the college paper, a meeting 
with the entire news staff at the be- 
ginning of each school year is a good 
send-off. A conference with the edi- 
tor helps to establish an atmosphere 
for the exchange of ideas and to in- 
crease his sympathy with library ob- 
jectives and activities. Finally, every 
library activity which could have 
even a remote interest for the towns- 
people should receive publicity in the 
local paper; and the appropriate chan- 
nel through which such information 
should flow is the office of the Direc- 
tor of Public Relations. 
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THE NEW RECTOR LIBRARY 
By Mrs. Evert Randleman! 


Rector citizens were indeed proud 
of the high praise given the new Pub- 
lic Library during the week of Open 
House receptions beginning on Fri- 
day night, December 4, with Mayor 
Frets, the city council, library board 
and librarian, Mrs. Evert Randleman, 
serving as hosts from seven to nine 
p. m. 


On this occasion Mrs. Aline Crews 
registered the large number of guests 
in the new library guest book pre- 
pared by Mrs. Maude O. McBride. 
Out-of-town guests included Mrs. 
Karl Neal and Miss Freddy Schader 
from the Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion in Little Rock, Miss Myrtle Dea- 
son, Greene County librarian, Miss 
Presta Ritter and Mrs. W. L. Skaggs, 
Greene County library trustees, Miss 
Ruth Gwin, Piggott librarian, Miss 
Shirley Kelly, assistant librarian at 
Piggott, Mrs. Karl Pfeiffer, Mrs. Hon- 
ey Robinson, and Mrs. Mable Pope, 
all of Piggott. Brief talks were made 
by Mrs. Randleman, Mrs. Neal, Miss 
Schader, and other guests. 


Saturday open house was held both 
afternoon and evening for the general 
public, and during the following week 
special guests at the library were the 
various classes and their teachers 
from both the high school and grade 
schools. On each occasion refresh- 
ments were served from a beautifully 
decorated table at the rear of the 
library. Hostesses were ladies from 
the Woman’s Club, women’s organiza- 
tions of the First Methodist Church 
and Fourth Street Methodist Church, 
W.M.U. of the Baptist Church, the 
Rector P.T.A. and the Church of 
Christ. 


The library was impressive with 
not only the general appearance and 
the new fixtures, but with a number 
of special exhibits including a collec- 
tion of costumed rag dolls made by 
Miss Emily Donaldson and helpers 


for the Orphans Home at Morrilton, 
paintings by Misses Joan McCord, 
Carolyn Futrell and Lois Kirklin, 
ceramics by Mrs. McCord, communi- 
ty scrapbooks of R.I.C. clubs, Bloom- 
ing Grove and Hopewell, a collection 
of small old model cars assembled 
and painted by Donald Hailey, Grade 
9 student, wild life exhibit by Lois 
Kirklin and W. H. McBride, school 
posters and booklets, and a publishers 
exhibit of books from the Arkansas 
Library Commission. Also enhancing 
the appearance of the library were 
numerous individual gifts of flowers, 
books, and furniture. 


The new building and fixtures were 
made possible by the generous be- 
quest of the late Mrs. Lottie Earl, and 
the contributions of citizens and li- 
brary friends of the Rector area. The 
building, on Main Street, is on a lot 
owned by the city and construction 
work was supervised voluntarily by 
Bert E. Sigsby. 


The front of the building is of red 
brick with a large and attractive pic- 
ture window and metal awning over 
the door. The main room is 45x22 feet 
with walls of light green wallboard, 
the ceiling of white celotex and floor- 
ing of green tile. New shelves on 
two sides provide ample space for 
the 4,600 books. Under the windows 
on the north side is an eight-foot 
children’s bookcase with _ special 
shelving for books, magazines, and 
oversize books. This was given by 
the Rector library board in memorv 
of Mrs. Earl. To complete the chil- 
dren’s department is an eight-foot 
trough reading table and _ bench. 
Other new furnishings, made by a 
local cabinet maker, T. O. Kennedy, 
include a three-foot end shelf, five- 
foot magazine shelf, a twelve-foot 
counter-height ell-shaped circulation 
desk with storage shelves and two 
reading tables. 


1Mrs. Randleman is chairman of the Rector Public Library Board. 
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ARE YOU LISTENIN’? 


Going on the assumption that the 
avowed educational objective of the 
American public library can only be 
achieved if the library acquires the 
important and significant books as 
they are published, a list of the 
“good” and “notable” books published 
in the last twenty years has been 
prepared for checking with public 
library catalogs. The list, containing 
1,209 fiction and non-fiction titles, 
will be sent, in duplicate, to ANY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY able to devote 


approximately six hours checking 
time to the job. The duplicate copy 
may be retained by the checking li- 
brary. For copies of the list, write 
to: Professor LeRoy C. Merritt, 
School of Librarianship, University 
of California, Berkeley 4, California. 

The Arkansas Library Commission 
requested this list and has checked it. 
A letter from Professor Merritt states 
that the Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion holds 83 per cent of the fiction, 
69.4 per cent of the non-fiction. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


By Frances Potter Neal 


The staff of the Division of Instruc- 
tion, Arkansas Department of Educa- 
tion, were guests of the Arkansas 
Library Commission Wednesday, De- 
cember 30, at 2 p. m., for a conference 
on the school library program in Ark- 
ansas. Mr. Rudolph Burrough, ele- 
mentary school supervisor, Mr. John 
Trice, Mr. J. A. Wasson, Mr. Dean 
Whiteside, supervisors of rural ed- 
ucation, conferred with Mrs. Karl 
Neal, executive secretary and libra- 
rian, Mrs. Anne Jackson, consultant 
for high school libraries, Miss Freddy 
Schader, consultant for elementary 
school libraries, and Mrs. Dorothy 
Shaffer, reference librarian. The 
meeting was held in the School Ex- 
hibit alcove of the Arkansas Library 
Commission. Here are shelved the 
books from STANDARD CATALOG 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
and CHILDREN’S CATALOG recom- 
mended for first purchase in school 
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libraries. The Arkansas _ Library 
Commission has approximately one- 
half of the 1,749 titles recommended 
for first purchase. Plans are being 
made to secure all of the titles for 
this collection. 


The conference was devoted to a 
discussion of the primary needs of 
school libraries in Arkansas and 
means of improving school library 
services. The staff of the Arkansas 
Library Commission cooperates with 
the State Department of Education in 
answering requests for visits to school 
libraries and for participation in 
workshops and _ institutes. County 
and regional libraries give advisory 
service and book service to schools in 
their areas. 


Plans were made for future meet- 
ings of the staff of the Arkansas 
Library Commission and the State 
Department of Education. 
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DUTTON-MACRAE AWARD FOR ADVANCED STUDY 


Information about the $1,000 E. P. 
Dutton-John Macrae Award for Ad- 
vanced Study in the Field of Library 
Work with Children and Young Peo- 
ple, and application forms may now 
be obtained from the chairman of the 
ALA Committee on this award, Mrs. 
Frances Lander Spain, superinten- 


dent of work with children, the New 
York Public Library, Fifth Avenue 
and 42d Street, New York 18, New 
York. Open to all librarians con- 
cerned with children and young peo- 
ple through public, school and special 
libraries. Deadline for applying— 
March 15, 1954. 


ARKANSANS OF THE YEARS 


Volume III of Fay Williams’ work, 
Arkansans of the Years, is now off 
the press and ready for delivery. 
This book contains forty life stories 
of men prominent in all walks of life 
in Arkansas, and may be purchased 


at the regular library price of $5.00 
per copy. Orders should be sent di- 
rect to Mrs. Williams at 1708 N. Palm 
Street, Little Rock, Arkansas. Copies 
of volume two are still available from 
the author. 


NEWS NOTES 


A THREE-DAY TOUR of libraries 
in northwestern Arkansas followed 
the Arkansas Library Association’s 
annual conference. Sponsored by the 
Commission, the tour began at Little 
Rock October 25 and included stops 
at Harrison, Berryville, Eureka 
Springs, Rogers, Springdale, Fayette- 
ville, Alma, Fort Smith, Charleston, 
Greenwood, Booneville, Danville and 
returned to Little Rock on the eve- 
ning of October 27. Thirty county 
and regional librarians and library 
trustees from all over Arkansas went 
on the tour. 


MRS. KARL NEAL, executive sec- 
retary and librarian, and Miss Freddy 
Schader, elementary school consul- 
tant, Arkansas Library Commission, 
attended the Chicago Children’s Fair 
which was a feature of that city’s 
observance of Book Week, ending No- 
vember 22. The “Miracle of Books” 
—gaily decorated exhibits displaying 
2,600 books for children, tots through 
teenagers—was housed in the Mu- 
seum of Science and Industry build- 
ing. During this trip Mrs. Neal and 


Miss Schader conferred with libra- 
rians and library consultants in the 
Chicago Board of Education. 


MISS MELROSE BRASHEARS, 
Ouachita student, who received a 
back injury last fall in a bookmobile 
accident near Arkadelphia, plans to 
enroll regularly in Ouachita again at 
mid-year. 


A LIBRARY CLUB for student li- 
brary assistants has recently been or- 
ganized in Cave City high school. 
Daniel Wilson is president. Besides 
improvement in their own library, 
one stated purpose of the club is to 
“provide opportunity for further be- 
coming acquainted with librarianship 
as a profession”. Marion high school 
students have also organized a library 
club with its objective “improvement 
and enlargement” of their school li- 
brary. 


MRS. HASKELL JONES of Wes- 
tern Grove, has been serving as 
assistant librarian for the Northwest 
Arkansas Regional Library at Harri- 
son since October 1. Mrs. Georgianna 
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Greeson, librarian for the past two 
years, resigned and went to Los An- 
geles, California, to join her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. James L. White and her 
five-year-old daughter, Patricia. 


MISS ERNESTINE DOHRER has 
been named cataloger and assistant 
librarian, and Mrs. James W. Shultz 
circulation librarian of Ouachita Col- 
lege library, Arkadelphia. Mr. Dan- 
iel A. Seager is head librarian. 


W. E. ORR, White County super- 
visor of schools, was elected president 
of the Arkansas County Supervisors’ 
Association for the 1954-55 school 
year at the organization’s quarterly 
meeting at Little Rock late in Oc- 
tober. Mr. Orr has been supervisor 
in White County since 1944. He is 
a member of the Arkansas Education 
Association, and is chairman of the 
White County Library board. 


THE MUSIC LIBRARY of the late 
Arthur James White, British musi- 
cian who came to the United States 
in 1912 and to Harrison, Arkansas, in 
1946, has been presented to the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas Department of 
Music. Mrs. White lives in Little 
Rock. The gift, a large number of 
orchestral scores, was given to pro- 
mote the progress of music in Ark- 
ansas. 


MRS. ROBERT A. LEFLAR, wife 
of the former dean of the University’s 
School of Law, has recently donated 
to the University Library an unusual 
collection of 141 biographies of pi- 
rates, outlaws and desperadoes. The 
books were used by Mrs. Leflar’s 
father, the late Charles J. Finger, 
noted Arkansas writer, in writing 
some of his works on rovers, rangers 
and rascals. 402 miscellaneous books 
have also been donated, many of 
which also belonged to Mr. Finger. 


BALD KNOB now has a city li- 
brary, which is a branch of the White 
County library. Located in the city 
hall, the library is sponsored by the 
Bald Knob Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. 








ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


APPROXIMATELY 100 PERSONS 
attended the open house on Sunday 
afternoon, December 6, which marked 
the opening of the Leachville branch 
of the Mississippi County Library. 
The library was established as a re- 
sult of the city’s entry into the 1954 
Community Development Contest 
sponsored annually by the State 
Chamber of Commerce and the Ark- 
ansas Resources and Development 
Commission. The opening of a li- 
brary in Leachville was sponsored by 
the local chapter of the PEO as its 
annual project. Among the guests 
attending the open house were Coun- 
ty Judge and Mrs. Philip J. Deer of 
Blytheville, Miss Eula McDougal of 
Osceola, who is county librarian, and 
Senator and Mrs. J. Lee Bearden. 
Senator Bearden is a member of the 
Mississippi County Library Board. 


THE GANN MEMORIAL LI- 
BRARY of Benton is sponsoring a 
series of book reviews during the fall 
and winter season. Civic clubs in the 
city are presenting programs with 
outstanding book reviewers of Ben- 
ton and nearby cities. The series be- 
gan in October. 


ART WEEK, November 1-7, was 
observed with art shows and exhibits 
in public libraries in some counties of 
Arkansas. Saline County held its 
Art Show from noon Monday to noon 
Saturday in Gann Memorial Library, 
Benton. Mrs. Anna Nash Yarbrough 
served as county chairman and Mrs. 
H. J. Gingles as general chairman for 
the event. Exhibit pieces included 
forty-two oil paintings, pen sketches, 
chalk drawings, needlework, ceramics 
and photography. 


The observance of American Art 
Week was inaugurated in Craighead 
County with a week-long Creative 
Arts Exhibit, held at the public li- 
brary in Jonesboro, in which works 
of persons from all over the county 
were shown. Pieces on display in- 
cluded water colors, oil painting, pas- 
tels, textiles, ceramics, wood sculp- 
ture and carved wooden masques. 
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ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


WE SOLICIT YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 


Just clip and mail the coupon below: 





Miss Lucille Slater, Treasurer 
Arkansas Library Association 
318 Thompson Avenue 


El Dorado, Arkansas 


Dear Miss Slater: 


| Individual - - $2.00 [J 


Enclosed find payment for membership > apgaaaged “aa : 


(Please check one) 


in the Arkansas Library Association, 1954. 





7 Name Library position 











Address Date 
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